Mac News
Friday 26th April

Monday 29th April
Tuesday 30th April
Tuesday 30th April
2nd & 3rd May
Friday 3rd May
Thursday 9th May
Monday 20th May

DATES TO REMEMBER

Life Ed 56G & 34O & Parent session 9am
Life Education F1S & 23R
JSC to GRIP Leadership Conference
56G Sovereign Hill 2 day excursion
F1S, 23R & 34O to Sovereign Hill
JSC Crazy Hair Day
Curriculum Day

Our Canteen will be open from next
Thursday. A menu for Terms 2 & 3 has
been sent home today.

Dear Parents and School Community,
Welcome to second term; we have had a slightly disjointed week to start off with but the students have been
happy to be back and have re-engaged with their teachers, friends and their learning.
Term two focus
We move our learning focus from Indigenous Studies to Australian History from the beginning of white
settlement. Our Grade 5&6 students will be spending two full days immersed in role-play to experience life as a
child on the goldfields and a as child attending school at that time. Our students in Prep to grade 4 will also visit
Sovereign Hill next Friday to experience life and activity on the goldfields of the 1850s. As with all of our
excursions and extracurricular experiences, we aim to closely align them to the learning happening at school.
ANZAC Day School Ceremony 2019
Our Grade Six students once again lead the school’s ANZAC Day Ceremony on Wednesday. This year the focus
of the ceremony was on the school’s ANZAC Oak. Here are some excerpts from the Grade 6 presentation: On
the Gallipoli Peninsula, in Turkey, there were small prickly shrubs, or oak trees, which grew along the ridges and
in the valleys of the peninsula. Many of the Australian soldiers sustained cuts and scratches from these bushes,
as noted in a letter sent home by Sir John Monash in 1915. He described the foliage as being a rare species of
holly. These bushes also had acorns, indicating that they belonged to the oak variety. An Australian soldier,
named Captain William Lempriere Winter
Cooke, took an interest in the plants. He
subsequently collected nine acorns, carefully
packed them into a tin in 1916 and posted
them home to his uncle, Samuel Winter Cooke,
who was a keen gardener from Hamilton in
western Victoria. Of the nine acorns, Samuel
Cooke was able to grow seven into plants. He
planted one at his property in Hamilton. Some
of these trees are still alive to this day. As a
part of an initiative by the National Trust of
Australia, and as a part of the centenary of
Gallipoli commemorations from 1915-1918,
Gallipoli Oaks were distributed to 600 schools
across the state to symbolise the link between
the centenary of Anzac, the people of Turkey,
and the primary school children of Victoria.
Undercover Area Mural
Over the course of next week a mural will be created in the undercover area. It features many symbolic aspects
of our school and Ballarat’s history. Please feel free to stop by to watch it develop.
Have a great weekend
Andy Backwell ~ Principal

Upholding the school’s guiding values - Abi Van Egmond,
Logan Tucker, Soriah Pawson-O’Brien, Jacki Van Der Heyden.
Principals Award – Emily Pawson-Head

