
 

 

Mac News 
No 12—Friday 15th May, 2020  

Dear Parents and School Community, 
 
Thank you for all your support during these past few weeks of remote and flexible learning. 
 
Following advice from the Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government has advised that 
schools can begin a phased return to on-site schooling.  
 
In the first stage, students in Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 will return to school from Tuesday 26 
May.  
 
In addition, our school has been granted permission for Grade 3 to return to school in the first 
stage due to our small Grade 3 cohort and the configuration of our class groups. 
 
To support all school staff to prepare for this transition, Monday 25 May will be a pupil-free day. 
There will be no online learning or on-site learning on this day 
 
In the second stage of our return to on-site schooling, all other year levels will return to school 
from Tuesday 9 June. 
 
For those students who cannot be supervised at home and vulnerable children, the existing 
model of on-site schooling will remain in place during the two-week period from Tuesday 26 May 
to Tuesday 9 June. The current process that we are using to enable parents and carers to 
indicate the days or part-days for which on-site schooling is required will continue for this two-
week period. 
 
All other students in these Grades 4, 5 and 6 will continue learning from home until Tuesday 9 
June.  
 
Once a year level has returned, all students will be expected to attend school as normal. This 
means if you choose to keep your child/children home after their year level has returned to on-site 
schooling, we can no longer support their learning from home.  
 
This does not apply to children who need to be absent for health or medical reasons. For those 
families, please contact us so we can make an appropriate plan.  
 
This same approach is being taken by all government schools in Victoria. 
 
To support the health and wellbeing of all our students and staff, our school will continue an 
enhanced cleaning routine and will encourage frequent hand washing.  
 
If you child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain at home and 
seek medical advice. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
Monday 25th May Pupil Free Day—No onsite or remote learning 

Tuesday 26th May  Prep, Grade 1, Grade 2 & Grade 3 return to school 

REMINDER TO PARENTS 
Please return the State 

Schools’ Relief Prep CSEF 

Uniform Package Application 

Form to the Office 



 

 

While the Chief Health Officer has advised that students will not be required to maintain physical 
distancing at school, there will be a number of important changes to our school operations, 
consistent with health advice. This will apply until further notice. I will provide more detail about 
our local school context as soon as possible, but it is important to note that changes may include: 
 

 restrictions on access to the school site for anyone other than immediate school staff and 

students; 

 the way we conduct parent-teacher meetings and interviews 

 no opportunity to have a supervised play in the school grounds after school.  

We understand that some families may feel anxious about this move back to classroom teaching 
and learning. I can assure you that this decision has been taken on the basis of the best health 
advice available to our state. 
 
More information about the return to school and coronavirus (COVID-19) can be found on the 
Department’s website, which will continue to be updated: 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx 
 
Thank you for your continued support and patience during this time. We look forward to 
welcoming our students back to the classroom. 
 
With kind regards, 
 
Andy Backwell ~ Principal 

Grade 5/6  roof – ridge capping to go 

Intrepid Business Manager Jenny up amongst it 

Art Room roof close to completion  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx


 

 

Beside the river I lay in concealment; waiting for my target the Duke of Wellshire to walk by. 
 
I heard a rustle of leaves on my left and the soft padding of footsteps. Slowly I stood, bringing my bow 
and up and nocking an arrow instinctually. Drawing back the string I aimed at the bend of the river 
and released. My arrow hissed away and landed with a thud in a burly man’s chest, dropping him 
immediately. 
 

“Zigfried’s zesticles,” I cursed “that’s one of his guards.” I had shot the wrong man; this was just one 
of the dukes many retainers and now they knew my position. I melted back into the undergrowth next 
to the river, hearing the pounding of feet towards me. 
 

“OI, GET BACK HERE!” a man bellowed. I heard the familiar thwack of a crossbow bolt being 
released and darted further to the side. Making sure I was still out of sight, I quietly turned to my right 
and circled back towards the river. 
 

“Maybe the duke is by himself now,” I mused, “this could be my only chance.” Slinging my longbow 
over my shoulder, I drew my dagger and moved closer to where I thought he would be waiting. Heart 
racing, I leapt out of the thick undergrowth scanning quickly to my left and right. He wasn’t there. Of 
course, he had gone with his guard to chase me. Realising this I stood for a brief moment, fuming with 
anger at my foolishness, no not foolishness, absolute idiocy. I scanned the forest behind me, the guards 
would have realised I had looped back and were probably on their way. Knowing it was time to go, I 
reluctantly jogged disconsolately down the track. After about twenty minutes, I reached my camp. It 
consisted of a stuffy one-man tent and a small cook-fire; all laid out in a roughly eight-by-six metre 
clearing. 
 

 I was frustrated, so frustrated. Since that terrible night twenty-six years ago, I’d been relentlessly 
seeking out vengeance on the unscrupulous Duke of Wellshire. I was only six years old when the duke 
burned down our estate, massacring my entire family and destroying the priceless artworks and 
furniture my family had carefully accumulated over decades. I had fled down a small alley and hidden 
there for the rest of the night, frightened and alone. Since then I’d lived on the streets, stealing and 
murdering just to survive.  
 

“One day” I’d thought, “one day.”  Twenty-six years later and I was still trying to get close enough to 
kill him. I had no more ideas though; I had tried everything I could think of but to no avail. Every 
carefully thought out plan had unravelled, and the Duke once again slipped free of my trap. 
 

Was it time to give up? Killing the Duke wouldn’t bring back my family, but it could cost me my life 
instead. I stared into the fire quietly, my thoughts heavy and confused. 
 

After a while, moving automatically, I packed up my small camp and set off down the track as I had 
done so many times.  
 

Only this time, I was looking forward instead of back. 

By Kai Clarke—Grade 6 

Amidst all of the work set out for the 5/6 class during this time of remote learning has been a raft of 
writing tasks. These tasks can vary in terms of their format or structure and cover a range of 
aspects and foci. Examples of these include punctuating an unpunctuated paragraph, up-levelling 
an otherwise boring group of sentences, elaborating on an opener in the form of a narrative or short 
story, writing a recount of an event or incident from a weekend, using connectives to enhance and 
extend sentences, or simply doing some free writing in a journal.  
 
It has been very pleasing to have many of the students submit their work for perusal, correction and 
feedback over the course of the term. Additionally, it has been fantastic to see many examples of 
students implementing their knowledge of concepts and writing strategies they’ve picked up over 
the years, as well as from term one at school before isolation.  
 
An exceptional sample from the work emailed in is by Kai, who took the opening statement ‘Beside 
the river,’ and completed this piece of work:  



 

 

The quality of work speaks for itself.   Well done everyone! 

Shannon Macdonald Jake Ballard Nathan Skilbeck 

Dojo drawing 
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Sport—the remote way 


