Mac News
Friday 17th May

Monday 20th May
Monday 10th June
11th -14th June
Friday 14th June

DATES TO REMEMBER

Curriculum Day
Queen’s Birthday holiday
Book Fair
Grandparents/Special Persons Day 9-11am

BREAKFAST CLUB
EVERY FRIDAY
IN THE ART ROOM
8:15-8:45AM

SCHOOL BANKING—EVERY MONDAY
Dear Parents and School Community,
NAPLAN This week students across the nation have been participating in NAPLAN (National Assessment
Program Literacy And Numeracy). You may have seen reports in the media about levels of anxiety in students
undertaking these tasks. Here at school we have taken an upbeat, positive approach to NAPLAN; we have
explained that it is another opportunity to shine and show your personal best and, like all things at school, we
give it a go because we are resilient.
We have tried to make the NAPLAN environment comfortable yet as formal as it needs to be. The occasional
(lolly) snake encouraged students, as did the pep talks from Mr Goodson prior to the beginning of each task. We
were impressed to see how well students approached these tasks and they were praised for their efforts – a
wonderfully unexpected comment from a grade five student at the end of the tasks on Thursday: “(on behalf of
the students) I’d like to thank the teachers for supporting us so well through NAPLAN.” Given the impact of
NAPLAN across the school (timetable changes, students moving to different classes), and to keep the positive
student thinking continuing into the future, we all enjoyed a NAPLAN party on Thursday afternoon.
Walk To School Day We had a great response to Walk To School Day. Many of our students enjoyed the fresh
autumn morning as they walked to school this morning with their teachers and friends. Pancakes were on the
breakfast menu which were enjoyed by many. Thank you to the staff for their slightly earlier than usual start and
to the parents who accompanied the walking groups. We were also appreciative of the help we received at the
pancake depot. We will put these activities on our 2020 calendar.

Ballarat Heritage Weekend - The school will be open to the Ballarat community on Sunday
May 26 from 11:00am until 3:00pm as part of Ballarat’s Heritage Weekend celebrations.
Opening our doors over the Heritage Weekend enables members of the community to see
what happens 140 years after the opening of the school – cutting edge teaching and
learning environments in a beautiful imposing building of the 1800s. Tours will be
conducted on the hour starting at 11am. A range of historical artefacts will on display in
the Conference Room. Copies of the book Macarthur Street Memories (an illustrated
history of the school) will be available for sale on the day.
Curriculum Day - Next Monday 20th May
A reminder that there is no school next Monday as it is a Curriculum Day in which staff will be undertaking first
aid training.
Have a great weekend
Andy Backwell~ Principal

GRADE 6 & JSC GROUP PHOTOS
If you would like to order Grade 6 or JSC group photos please order online
by using this link:
https://www.ianwilsonphotography.com.au/photography-services-andgalleries/recent-work/

HEAD LICE
Please check your children for head lice over
the weekend as we have had several cases in
the school recently. For information and
advice: https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/
public-health/infectious-diseases/head-lice

Resilience –
We ignore
inappropriate
words and
actions
Arlo Wilson,
Tiarna Williams,
Harrison Hamilton,
Shannon Macdonald

Principals Award
Blair Macdonald–
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