Mac News
Friday 14th June

Thursday 27th June
Friday 28th June
Monday 15th July
Wednesday 17th July
Friday 19th July

DATES TO REMEMBER

Parent/Teacher Interviews
Last day of Term 2 2:30pm finish
First day of Term 3
Responsible Pet Ownership
Silly Sock Day

BREAKFAST CLUB
EVERY FRIDAY
8.15-8.45AM

Dear Parents and School Community,
Reporting Day – new system for making appointments to meet with teachers
Our half-year reporting day will occur on Thursday June 27. This is a day when students come to school only for
the time of their appointment. The three way discussions allow teachers to articulate aspects of students’
semester reports, lets students to showcase some of their work, and enables parents to ask questions. To book
appointment times, Fiona has been able to implement a new system in which parents can go online at
www.schoolinterviews.com.au , enter the code 2ahpz and follow three simple steps to make appointments with
their children’s teachers. A letter has been sent home to all families today explaining the booking process. If you
have any difficulty with this, please do not hesitate to come to the office where we will be happy to assist. I trust
you will find the interviews informative and helpful.
School Review Process
Yesterday was the second day of the school review process. Our school reviewer, Julie, and challenge partner,
Trevor, met with parents, students and staff over the course of the day. The feedback they gave me was very
positive and I thank everyone for their input. The final review day is next Tuesday when all the panel findings are
brought together and the new school strategic plan is drafted. The new plan is then ratified by the Department,
endorsed by School Council and is ready for implementation. The reviewer also provides the School Council with
a report about the process and the panel’s findings. I expect this to be very positive and I will share excerpts with
you in due course.
Child Safe Standards
Part of the review process is to assess the school’s levels of compliance with the Victorian Registration and
Qualifications Authority (VRQA). One of the areas to be compliant in is the school’s position in relation to the
Child Safe Standards that were introduced to all schools in 2016. I have included our school’s stance regarding
child safety in today’s newsletter.
Grandparents’ and Special Friends’ Day
We really enjoyed hosting Grandparents’ and Special Friends’ day today. There was an extra-positive vibe
across the school today as students shared their learning and classrooms with their guests. Many thanks for your
attendance and participation.

Have a great weekend.
Andy Backwell ~ Principal

Responsibility – we look after our belongings
Noraleigh Sowter, Oscar Clifton, Lola Nichols
Principals Award - Susitha Rasaratnam

Child Safe Standards

Macarthur Street Primary School is committed to child safety. As a
community we want children to be safe, happy and empowered and we
support and respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers. We
are committed to the safety, participation and empowerment of all
children. There is zero tolerance of child abuse, and all allegations and
safety concerns will be treated very seriously and consistently with our
policies and procedures.
We meet our legal and moral obligations to contact authorities when we
are worried about a child’s safety, which we follow rigorously. Macarthur Street Primary School is
committed to preventing child abuse and identifying risks early, and removing and reducing these risks.
We are committed to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children, the cultural safety of children from a
culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, and to providing a safe environment for children with a
disability.
Macarthur Street Primary School has specific policies, procedures and training in place that support our
leadership team, staff and volunteers to achieve these commitments.
At Macarthur Street Primary School:


Everyone connected to our school can help children be safe.



We have zero tolerance for any abuse of children.



We already have policies and processes in place to protect the care, safety and welfare of children.
These are being strengthened to ensure a zero tolerance approach to child abuse.



As policies are ratified at school council, they will be made available to you through our website.



There will be clear boundaries about how adults in our school community may interact with the
children here set out in our school’s Child Safe Code of Conduct. This will be made available when
school council ratifies it at school council



The child safe standards apply to school staff (including volunteers and contractors), visitors and
students’ family members.



Keeping children safe is everyone’s responsibility. Different people at our school have different roles
and responsibilities for ensuring children’s safety.



We want to ensure you know how we are keeping your children safe at school, and how we would
like you to support us.



Unsupervised contractors will be asked about their child safety arrangements as a condition of
working with us if they work with children enrolled in the school (or children can reasonably be
expected to be present while they are at the school).



Other people using our school facilities will be asked about their child safety arrangements as a
condition of using our facilities if they involve children enrolled at the school (or children can
reasonably be expected to be present while their staff or other adults are at the school).

