
 

 

Mac News 
                                    Friday 27th July 

DIARY DATES   
Tuesday 31st July  School Council Meeting 4pm 
Friday 3rd August  Book Club orders due 
Friday 3rd August  Jeans 4 Genes Day 
Friday 17th August  Melbourne Aquarium P-6 
12th-14th September Queenscliff Camp Grades 3-6 
Wednesday 12th Sept Donegan’s Farm P-2 
Friday 14th September Werribee Zoo P-2 
    

SCHOOL BANKING—EVERY MONDAY 

 Reminder:         
Please return completed  

DET Data Collection 
forms by Wednesday 1st 

August. Thank you.  

Dear Parents and School Community,  
 
School Wide Positive Behaviour Program (SWPB) :  As an element of our SWPB program the staff have   
reviewed the (negative) consequence protocols when responding to negative behaviours in the classroom. 
This has been trialled over the past week and will remain in the trial phase for a while longer. The steps have 
been communicated to all students along with the reasons behind each step. A copy is attached to today’s 
newsletter. We must emphasize that the positive consequence systems are still hugely important. These 
acknowledge, reinforce and promote the behaviours that we want to see. We would appreciate any feedback 
– either to myself or to teachers. 
 
Cottage By The Sea Camp:  On September 12, 13 & 14 students in grades 3, 4, 5 & 6 will be travelling to 
Queenscliff for this year’s school camp. The costs are being finalised and are expected to be under $200. 
The costs cover all transport, accommodation, food and entries to learning venues. The final itinerary will be 
put to school council next Tuesday for endorsement and a large amount of information will be sent home next 
week including permission forms, medical forms, what to bring and an itinerary.   
 
Chicken Pox:     Please be aware that there have been cases of chicken pox in the school so keep an eye out 
for the common symptoms that may include: spots, blisters, fatigue, fever, itching, headache, swollen lymph 
nodes.   
 
Visit from Des Hudson:  Yesterday our student groups worked with Des Hudson, Ballarat Youth Resource 
Officer from the Ballarat Proactive Policing Unit. For our younger students in F1, Des taught them about the 
role of the Police in our society. For the older students he taught our students about personal safety with a 
focus on cyber safety. Des also ran a very informative session for parents. Thank you if you were able to at-
tend. The cyber safety delivery, in particular, may be something you could follow up on with your children. 
 
Writing:  I had the privilege of being invited to the Grade 56 classroom yesterday to hear some extraordinary    
writing work from the senior grades; they were given a couple of sentences to “uplevel”; an element of our 
VCOP writing program that improves a sentence or sentences. Please take the time to have a read of them – 
I am sure you will be impressed. They are attached to todays newsletter. 
 
With kind regards 
 
Andy Backwell ~ Principal 
 
 

Resilience: we accept challenges - Jed Hazell, Astrid Simpson, Maddie 

Couzens, Baily Booker 

Principals Award — Jack Skilbeck 
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PARENT OPINION SURVEY  

 
Emails were sent out on Monday to randomly selected families to ask them to participate  in  the Parent 
Opinion Survey. The survey is conducted annually by the Department of Education and Training and is     
designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student 
behaviour and student engagement.  
 
Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement 
strategies. All responses to the survey are anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey will be       
conducted from Monday 23

rd
 July to Sunday 26

th
 August.  

 
The survey is conducted online, only takes 10-15 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any 
convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The 
online survey will be available in a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic,            
Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek. 
 
The survey results will be reported back to the school at the end of September. Please speak to Andy or 
Fiona if you would like more information. 

 

 

Jeans 4 Genes Day is coming up! Next Friday, August 3rd, the JSC 
will host a Jeans for Genes day. Wear your denim pants, jacket,      
whatever and help support this wonderful cause. Every dollar raised 
on the day helps scientists at Children’s Medical Research Institute 
discover treatments and cures, to give every child the opportunity 
to live a long and healthy life. Gold coin donation required. 

    
Wristbands, badges, pens & key rings are also available for sale at 

the office 

https://clothes-make-the-man.com/2016/09/22/denim-guide-what-denim-to-wear-for-jeans-4-genes-and-the-rest-of-this-season/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Yesterday the 5/6 class were asked to up-level a short passage. The aim of this, and similar 
activities, is to empower and equip students with the skills to take their writing to the next   
level. Using higher level language (affectionately known as ‘WOW Words’) is an aspect of 
VCOP which enables students to achieve this. This is one of many activities that students 
partake in as they prepare for their upcoming Big Write. It is aimed at providing them with 
skills and competencies across a range of writing styles and genre to assist them both now 
and in future learning, as well in their life beyond school. 
The original sentence was:  
The teacher had an oval face and kind eyes. Everyone liked her and found her to be          
approachable. 
The up-levelled passages: 

 
The sharp teacher had an oval puffy, dimpled, floppy face and bright eyes. Everyone adored her 
and found her to be approachable. - Shanae  
 

The wise old teacher had a trifling oval face and bewitching kind eyes. Everyone loved her 

forgiving mind and found her to be very approachable. - Ruby 
 

The angry teacher had a large oval head with kind giant blue eyes. Everyone likes her NOT and no 
one found her approachable the end. - By Jasper 

 

The nice teacher had an oval face and bright, kind eyes. Everyone appreciated her and 

found her to be charismatic and approachable. - Pat 
 

The over-worked teacher had an acne-ridden face, along with piercingly bright blue 
eyes. Everyone enjoyed her company, and she was renowned for her easy-to-talk-to 

attitude, and for being easily approachable to others. – Kira 

 
The big-headed teacher had an oval shaped face; if you were to put it next to a plate it 
would be identical. Everyone (well almost everyone) simply adored her. This made 
her approachable. – Jack 
 

The teacher had an oval face, with eyes that shined, and her smile, the sun itself turns jealous because it 
knows it cannot shine half as bright as she does. Everyone liked this fabulous person, and people found her 
to be quite approachable. - Brody  
 

The fetching teacher had an oval face and buck teeth. Her nose was a little crooked and her mouth 
was a little wide. With lily white skin and crystal blue kind shining eyes, everyone found this sensible 
woman approachable! - Lola 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

The creative teacher had a proud oval face and bright eyes.  Everybody liked her and she was very approachable. - 
Jacob 
 

The assiduous teacher had an oval shaped face and kind blue eyes. Everyone admired her 
and thought of her to be friendly and approachable. – Fyn 
 

The teacher had an oval face the colour of alabaster, and kind eyes, with an            

exuberant spark of fun. Everyone liked her and found her approachable. - Harrison      
 

The incredible, polite teacher had an outstanding oval face with bright, sparkling kind green 
eyes. Everyone loved her and found her admirable but most approachable to all children. - 
Rylan      
 

The beckoning, ardent teacher had a scanty, oval-shaped face and congenial, loving eyes. 
Everyone at the extremely messy school liked her very much and they found her comical 
and effortlessly approachable. – Chelsea  

The friendly teacher had a small oval face and kind sparkling eyes. Everyone liked her 

and found her to be very approachable. - Jacki. 
 

The primary school teacher had a decrepit oval face with shiny blue sympathetic eyes. 

Everyone adored her and found her to be immensely approachable. – Amelia 
 
The teacher had a heathy oval face and compassionate eyes. Everyone liked her and found 
her to be extremely approachable. – Baily 
 

The edible teacher had an oval shaped face with kind blue eyes. Absolutely everyone loved 

to eat her and found her to be very approachable. The chef was very proud of his creation. - 

Edward 

 

The kind and caring teacher had an elliptical oval face and kind, monumental eyes that 
shined in the light. Everyone loved her, (not in that way though) and discovered her to 
be an amazing, approachable talk-to-person. - Dan 
 

The honest teacher had an oval sized head and beautiful, kind brown eyes. Everyone 
liked her and rather found her very approachable. - Tasha 
 

The benevolent teacher had a tender, oval face and soft homely eyes. Everyone    
cherished her and established her to be undeniably approachable. - Caitlin 



 

 

Behaviour Notice 
Name: ______________ 
Date: _______________ 
 

Dear Parent, 

Today your child was exited to another classroom for inappropriate    
behaviour. This occurred after a series of understood steps: a verbal      
reminder of the rule was given, their name was recorded on the board, 
they were timed out in their own classroom and then they were exited 
to another classroom. I ask that you discuss this serious breach with 
your child reminding them that their behaviour has interfered not only 
with their own learning, but the rights of others to learn and the rights 
of teachers to teach. Having done this please sign below to 
acknowledge that you have spoken with your child and return this to 
school. Please refer to the matrix overleaf which outlines the nature of 
the behaviour. Naturally, if you have any questions about the behaviour, 
please contact your child’s teacher. Thank you for your support. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

Andy Backwell ~ Principal  

I have discussed this inappropriate behaviour with my child. 
 

Signed: ______________________________  



 

 

MACARTHUR STREET PRIMARY SCHOOL 
School Wide Positive Behaviour 

Our Vision: To provide a safe environment in which every child is valued, 
their wellbeing fully nurtured and their academic potential realised. 

STUDENT RULES MATRIX 

  

 

CLASSROOM 

Art 
Library 

Music 

Japanese 

Sport 

Respect 

We keep hands and feet to ourselves. 
We speak politely to others (THINK). 
We take turns. 
We listen attentively. 
We are considerate. 

Responsibility 

We complete our work. 
We learn and allow others to learn. 
We look after our belongings. 
We follow instructions. 
We own our actions. 
  

Resilience 

We have a go at our work. 
We ignore inappropriate words and actions. 
We are good sports. 
We accept challenges. 
We are optimistic. 


