Mac News
No 38—Friday 11th December, 2020

DATES TO REMEMBER
Wednesday 16th December
Thursday 17th December
Friday 18th December

Grade 6 Graduation Evening
Final Assembly—2.50pm
Last Day of Term 4—Students dismissed at 2.30pm

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 2021 * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Thursday 28th January
Friday 29th January
Wednesday 3rd February
Thursday 4th February
Wednesday 10th February

First Day of Term 1—2021 Grades 1 to 6 Students
First Day of Term 1—2021 Foundation Students
Foundation Students Assessments via appointment
Whole School Picnic 5pm to 6pm
Foundation Students Assessments via appointment

Dear Parents and School Community,

Grade-up Day
What a positive day we had on Tuesday when we ran the class groups as they will be in 2021. Grade
-up Day supports the transition of students both into school and between classes; even though some
students will be in the same physical location, it is important for them to experience the new dynamic
that comes with a different class group. I observed excited students engaging in well-constructed
learning opportunities designed by teachers to support the change that comes with transitioning. We
will continue to provide impromptu transition experiences over the rest of the year.

Planning Day
Our Planning Day for 2021 was most worthwhile this week with themes being determined and an
array of associated learning experiences mapped out. It was great that Kim Carey, the school’s
Principal in 2021, was able to join us for the day providing her with some solid context for the year
ahead.

Cleaning Day
Next Friday December 18 is our Cleaning Day as well as being the last day of the school year. It is a
day when classrooms are packed up and everything is cleaned and tidied. Whilst it is not a pupil free
day, some families take the opportunity to grab an extra Christmas shopping/preparation day. The
final day of school finishes at 2:30pm.

Library and take home books
Please ensure that all library books and take home books are returned to school before
the end of year.

Students of the week.
Respect – we speak politely:
Konnah Trickey, Christian Tomaszewski, Costa Petropoulos, Dana Nikolovski
Principal’s Award — Polite, caring and a good sense of humor:
Tom Kirby

Final newsletter
This will be the final newsletter for 2020. What a remarkable year it has been for our
school community. Term 4 has been an absolute relief in terms of moving back to onsite
learning and teaching and having students being able to be with each other. I thank the
community, not only for supporting your children through remote learning, but also the
way in which you have assisted the transition back to school. Term 4 has enabled us to
return to a level of normality in terms of coming to school and learning and teaching and
interacting with each other; a good platform to move into a new school year.
The 2021 school year for students will commence on Thursday January 28 which will see
students in grades 1 to 6 return with Prep students beginning their school adventure on
Friday January 29. Prep students do not attend school on Wednesdays in February.
I am excited about the 2021 school year at Macarthur Street under Kim’s leadership. I
know you will give her your full support and I wish you all a productive and engaging year.
I trust you will have a safe break characterised by relaxation, quality family time and the
occasional adventure here and there.
With kind regards, Andy Backwell ~ Principal

:

November – Tyler Lord, Soriah Pawson-O’Brien.
December - Ben Connelly, Blair Macdonald.
Launching January 2021
Ballarat Libraries KIDS ONLINE newsletter
Are you wondering what's happening at the Ballarat Libraries during the Summer
school holidays?
Subscribe to our brand-new, monthly newsletter, sent straight to your email.
We've jammed our first newsletter with holiday activities, including new escape
rooms.
Register for the Summer Reading Club, complete the challenges, and go into the draw
for some awesome prizes.
Receive a free book and a library bag to decorate as part of the Summer Reading
Stacks promotion.
Visit the Ballarat Libraries website to subscribe to the Kids Online newsletter.
Subscribe to the monthly newsletter with this link: https://bit.ly/2Jyv0rL
Ballarat Libraries | PO Box 655, Ballarat VIC 3353
P: (03) 5338 6850 | www.ballarat.vic.gov.au

